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The leatherback sea turtle (Dermochelys
coriacea) can reach a length of 7 feet, mak-
ing it the largest turtle in the world. Strong
swimmers, they live in the open sea, but fe-
males must find a warm, welcoming beach
on which to dig a nest and deposit eggs.
Costa Rica is home to some of the nesting
beaches.

Dr. Pamela Plotkin, ETSU assistant vice
provost for Research and director of Spon-
sored Programs, lived in Costa Rica while
she was a doctoral student and postdoctoral
fellow in the 1990s, and she has returned
frequently.

Over the years, Plotkin studied leather-
backs and watched the rapid development
of nearby beach property. “Five star hotels
are being built,” she says, “as well as con-
dominiums, restaurants, and strip malls. The
once sleepy town of Tamarindo now re-
sembles a bustling city.”

With such progress came bright lights.
Female leatherback turtles dislike such glare,
preferring dark, quiet nesting spots. In ad-
dition, hatchlings become disoriented and
head toward the light of civilization instead
of entering the sea.

“Thousands of leatherbacks used to
come ashore. Last year there were fewer
than 50 females nesting on the beaches,”
Plotkin explains, “and if nothing is done,
there is a high probability that the leather-

back turtle will be extinct in the next few
years.”

In an effort to save the species, Plotkin
has received a $15,000 grant from The
Leatherback Trust for a project to educate
local people about the rare creatures on their
shores and to convince them to take specific
steps to keep the beaches darker and safer
for the turtles.

Plotkin has established the project
“Amigos de Las Baulas” (Spanish for
“Friends of the Leatherback Turtles”) for
businesses, community members and tour-
ists who live near and visit Las Baulas Na-
tional Park, which contains turtle nesting
areas.

Through the project and its Web site at
www.amigosdelasbaulas.org/, Plotkin hopes
to educate people in the area that “They are
the stewards of these beaches and the turtles
that come ashore to lay their eggs, and they
can help the turtles during this brief visit on
land.”

This year, Plotkin has targeted 60 busi-
nesses near the beaches, asking them to dis-
play material for their patrons about the
leatherback turtles and the need to reduce
lights. Her outreach effort asks for assistance
in small ways to decrease night-time glare,
such as turning off beachfront lighting dur-
ing nesting season, increasing the use of
motion-sensitive security lights, and even
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something as simple as closing window cur-
tains in the evening.

With hard work, luck and the help of an
educated public, Plotkin hopes to play a part
in preventing the extinction of one of
nature’s treasures.

— Carol Fox, Coordinator
University Relations

Bo Lozoff is a man with a mission, and he’s bringing his mes-
sages of human kindness and spirituality to ETSU, where he will
deliver a public talk and lead discussions on living a meaningful life.

The founder of the Human Kindness Foundation and its inter-
nationally acclaimed Prison-Ashram Project is known for his abil-
ity to inspire others along the “human-spiritual journey.”  Consid-
ered a “unique, street-wise sage and activist,” he is also called “re-
markably gifted and lovable.”

Lozoff and his wife, Sita, are as comfortable talking with stu-
dents as they are with religious leaders.  Fans range from the Dalai
Lama to Outlaw Biker Magazine.

In fact, the late Fred Rogers, creator and host of television’s
long-running children’s program, “Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood,”
once noted, “My personal heroes? I would say Mahatma Gandhi,
Albert Schweitzer and Bo Lozoff, to name a few.”

Lozoff’s books include Lineage and Other Stories, Just Another
Spiritual Book, It’s a Meaningful Life, Deep & Simple, and The
Wonderful Life of a Fly Who Couldn’t Fly.  And, The Village Voice
considered his classic We’re All Doing Time “one of the 10 books
everyone in the world should read.”

His public talk will be held from 7-9 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 30,
in 118 Rogers-Stout Hall.

Earlier in the day, Lozoff will also address classes in Criminal
Justice and Criminology, as well as Philosophy and Humanities.
The Lozoffs were invited to ETSU by Dr. Mickey Braswell, pro-
fessor of Criminal Justice and Criminology.

For more information, contact Braswell at 439-5963.
— Kristn Clark Fry, Director

News and Information Services

Human Kindness Foundation, Prison-Ashram Project founder to speak

Astronomy Events
Two Star Parties/Observatory Open Houses will be led by ETSU

astronomers in February at the Harry D. Powell Observatory.  Dr.
Mark Giroux will discuss “The Cosmic Distance Ladder” on Feb. 4,
and Dr. Gary Henson will speak on “The Stars Behind Planetary
Nebulae” on Feb. 18; both begin at 7:30 p.m.  Weather permitting,
visitors will have an opportunity to use the observatory’s telescopes.

“UFOs and Life in the Universe” is the topic of a Planetarium
Show to be held Thursday, Feb. 16, at 7 p.m. in the Hutcheson Hall
planetarium.  This program by Dr. Don Luttermoser presents a sci-
entific, critical view offering explanations and limitations for the
phenomena of UFOs.


